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LOS ANGELES KOREAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
REQUEST:
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Dan Stein and Jerry Wise
The Pews at SC, LLC
12100 West Olympic Boulevard, Suite 350
Los Angeles, CA 90064
PREPARER: Kathryn McGee
868 West Knoll Drive #8
West Hollywood, CA 90069
RECOMMENDATION

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative
Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.
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FINDINGS

e The Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church “exemplifies significant contributions
to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” for
its association with the Korean American community in Los Angeles as the first permanent
home of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church. The property is also significant
for serving as a social and cultural hub for Los Angeles’ Korean American community from
1945 to 1958.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;

2. lIs associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction;
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his or her age.

SUMMARY

The Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church is a former institutional building (converted to
apartments in 2019) located at the southwest corner of West 29th Street and South Orchard
Avenue in South Los Angeles. Built in 1895 for the American Baptist Church, it served as the first
permanent location of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church, which occupied the
building between 1945 and 1958. The Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church (aka Korean
Methodist Episcopal Mission), founded in 1904, is one of two long-standing congregations in the
Korean American community. Today, the congregation meets at a church in Westchester. The
subject property was adaptively reused for housing and currently contains seven units.

The greater Los Angeles area has served as a hub of the Korean American community for over
a century, and the city has one of the largest Korean populations outside of the Korean peninsula.
Although large-scale migration and settlement did not occur until the aftermath of the 1965
Immigration Act, Korean immigrants were residing in Los Angeles County as early as 1906.
During the 1920s, the Korean community began migrating from Downtown to South Los Angeles,
and the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church moved with them. By 1930, approximately
320 Korean Americans lived in the city, and in the years following World War Il the community
numbered around 800 residents. Following the end of the Korean War in 1953 and the subsequent
easing of immigration restrictions, the Korean community in Los Angeles began to grow rapidly.
Korean churches, such as the subject property, played an instrumental role in supporting newly-
arrived immigrants as well as serving as a primary social, cultural, and spiritual hub for the existing
Korean American community of first-wave immigrants and their descendants.
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Irregular in plan, the subject property consists of two volumes: a one-story (former) sanctuary to
the north and a two-story annex to the south that previously served as the church office and
daycare. The building is of wood-frame construction with stucco cladding. The sanctuary has a
gambrel roof with a pinnacle, and the annex features a flat roof with a parapet. The sanctuary’s
primary, north-facing elevation is symmetrically composed and features a deeply recessed
entrance with wood doors that is accessed by stairs and flanked by multi-lite windows. There is a
large relief used for signage in the gable above the entrance. The east-facing elevation has a
centered recessed secondary entrance within an enframement that projects slightly from the
elevation. At the southern end of the facade, there is a gabled dormer with corbels. The south-
facing elevation is simple and mostly unadorned, with the exception of two gabled dormers with
corbels. Fenestration consists of single-lite and multi-lite double-hung wood windows. The interior
features high wood ceilings with exposed beams.

The subject property has undergone a number of alterations over the years, including: the addition
of the rear annex and a basement in 1911; a remodel of the primary, north-facing fagade between
1928 and 1939 involving the removal of original Romanesque architectural details and tower
elements; the addition of a garage in 1933 (demolished after 1970); interior renovations in 1937;
the replacement of sanctuary windows, and the addition of restrooms and raised balcony seating
after 1950; the conversion of part of the annex to a daycare facility in 1962; and the removal of
the original baptismal pool at an unknown date. Furthermore, the 2019 adaptive re-use project
comprised the following scope of work: the addition of a second floor and four residential units
within the former sanctuary volume; the restoration of windows and doors; the removal of an
entrance canopy that was added after 1950; and the addition of windows, doors, and dormers on
the south and east elevations of the annex volume.

The subject property is a Contributing Feature in the North University Park Specific Plan area. In
addition, SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the church building as a
known resource that may be significant to the history of Korean-Americans in Los Angeles.

DISCUSSION

The Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument
criteria: it “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of
the nation, state, city or community” for its association with the Korean American community in
Los Angeles as the first permanent home of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church.
The property is also significant for serving as a social and cultural hub for Los Angeles’ Korean
American community from 1945 to 1958.

The growth and development of Korean American Christian church institutions in Los Angeles
was closely tied to the Korean independence movement from Japanese colonial rule (1910-1945),
a paramount driving force within the small immigrant community. The Los Angeles Korean
Methodist Church provided a safe haven for these activities, and grew to encompass myriad
cultural, social, and economic functions.

The Church’s congregation flourished under the leadership of Reverend Key Hyung Chang, the
congregation’s first bilingual pastor, who served from 1941-1947. His charisma and fluency in
English led him to become a spokesperson for the Korean American community in Los Angeles,
frequently advocating on its behalf to local and national religious and social organizations such
as the Rotary Club and the U.S. Foreign Mission Board. Reverend Chang'’s successful fundraising
efforts eventually led to the purchase of the subject property in 1945.
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The purchase of the subject property by the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist congregation
in 1945 marked the end of a nomadic experience by the congregation spanning several decades.
As a result of restrictions that immigrant communities faced on property ownership, such as
California’s Alien Land Laws of 1913, the congregation found itself continuously relocating during
the 1930s. Prior to the purchase of the property, the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church
had rented space at several different locations including 1416 37" Drive in 1936, 1225 West
Jefferson Boulevard by 1942, and the Normandie Street Japanese Methodist Church building in
downtown Los Angeles in 1943. Following the sale of the subject property in 1959, the church
constructed a new building at 4394 Washington Boulevard at Virginia Road (extant); however, by
1968, the congregation had outgrown this location and moved to 1068 South Robertson
Boulevard. The church moved several more times throughout the 1980s, but by 1989, the church
had settled in its current home at 7400 Osage Avenue in Westchester. Though the congregation
only resided at the subject property for 13 years—and it has occupied its current space for the
longest period to date—the purchase of the subject property is significant within the context of
property ownership by a minority community in Los Angeles. The purchase marked the end of a
lengthy undertaking by the congregation and their ability to prevail over racist policies Korean and
other minority communities faced during this period.

The subject property also served as an important social and cultural hub for the first wave of
Korean American immigrants and their second-generation children. Korean churches were
defining elements of the community instrumental in supporting new arrivals, as evidenced by the
extensive social, cultural, and financial offerings by the Congregation during its tenancy at the
subject property. In addition to ministering to the Congregation’s religious and spiritual needs, the
Church provided housing, Sunday School, and English classes and served as an employment
agency to its members. As the Korean American community in Los Angeles was relatively small
in the years following the close of World War Il, the subject property served as one of the few
gathering places for the community during this period. Only after an increase in members from
the second, post-war wave of Korean immigrants did the Congregation relocate to a new church
building. Today, the subject property remains one of the last vestiges associated with patterns of
early development within the Korean immigrant community of Los Angeles.

Despite interior and exterior alterations, the subject property retains sufficient integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its significance.

BACKGROUND

On June 5, 2018, the Director of Planning issued a determination letter conditionally approving a
project to adaptively reuse the subject property as a seven-unit apartment building and finding
that the project was categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
under case numbers DIR-2017-4072-COA-DRB-SPP-WDI and ENV-2017-4073-CE (attached,
Exhibit D). The action of the Director of Planning was appealed to the South Los Angeles Area
Planning Commission, which denied the appeal on September 4, 2018. Subsequently, on
September 25, 2018, the CEQA determination was appealed, but was denied by City Council on
October 29, 2019 (staff response to appeal attached, Exhibit E).

As part of the approval for the project, which was reviewed by the North University Park Specific
Plan Design Review Board, the Director of Planning adopted the findings of the Historic
Resources Assessment and Impact Analysis Report dated July 2017 (attached, Exhibit F), that
found, due to extensive alterations of the subject property, it is ineligible for listing under local,
state, and national designation programs. The report claimed that the subject property was found
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to be significant for its association with the initial development of South Los Angeles, but it did not
retain sufficient integrity from its 1895 date of construction to convey its significance. Additionally,
the report evaluated the subject property for potential significance with the Korean American and
African American communities in Los Angeles, and found that it did not appear to have any
significant associations within these two historical contexts.

After the project approvals, an Historic-Cultural Monument nomination was prepared by the
property owner. On May 21, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the
proposed designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On
June 18, 2020, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under
consideration. In accordance with the Mayor’s Safer L.A. public order and due to concerns related
to the current health crisis, the Cultural Heritage Commission did not conduct a site inspection of
the subject property as it is fully occupied. In lieu of a site visit, on June 30, 2020, the applicant’s
representative submitted the attached photographs (Exhibit C) that document the condition of the
subject property prior to the 2019 rehabilitation project, during construction, and the existing
condition of the building.

On April 19, 2021, supplemental information about the potential significance of the subject
property was submitted by community member Laura Meyers on behalf of the West Adams
Heritage Association (Exhibit B).

Based on the additional information in the nomination and supplemental materials, staff
recommends the property be declared an Historic-Cultural Monument.

The original expiration date of September 1, 2020 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising
Expiration of Emergency Orders.
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CASE NO.: CHC-2020-3286-HCM
ENV-2020-3287-CE

Location: 2909 South Orchard Avenue;
1276 West 29th Street
Council District: 9 — Price
Community Plan Area: South Los Angeles
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Empowerment Congress
North Area
Legal Description: Waverley Tract, Lot 48

tolled, and a revised date will be determined
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising
Expiration of Emergency Orders

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the

LOS ANGELES KOREAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
REQUEST: Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Dan Stein and Jerry Wise

The Pews at SC, LLC

12100 West Olympic Boulevard, Suite 350

Los Angeles, CA 90064
PREPARER: Kathryn McGee

868 West Knoll Drive #8

West Hollywood, CA 90069
RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner
Office of Historic Resources
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Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church is an institutional building located at the
southwest corner of West 29th Street and South Orchard Avenue in South Los Angeles. Built in
1895 for the American Baptist Church, it served as the first permanent location of the Los Angeles
Korean United Methodist Church, which occupied the building between 1945 and 1958. The Los
Angeles Korean United Methodist Church (aka Korean Methodist Episcopal Mission), founded in
1904, is one of two long-standing congregations in the Korean American community. Today, the
congregation meets at a church in Westchester. In 2019, the subject property was converted to a
seven-unit apartment building.

The greater Los Angeles area has served as one of the hubs of the Korean American community
for over a century, and the city has one of the largest Korean populations outside of the Korean
peninsula. Although large-scale migration and settlement occurred in the aftermath of the 1965
Immigration Act, Korean immigrants were residing in Los Angeles County as early as 1906.
During the 1920s, the Korean community began migrating from Downtown to South Los Angeles,
and the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church moved with them. By 1930, approximately
320 Korean Americans lived in the city, and in the years following World War |l the community
numbered around 800 residents. Following the end of the Korean War in 1953 and the subsequent
easing of immigration restrictions, the Korean community in Los Angeles began to grow rapidly.
Korean churches, such as the subject property, were instrumental in supporting newly-arrived
immigrants and refugees, and are the primary social and cultural hub for second-generation
Korean immigrants.

Irregular in plan, the subject property consists of two volumes: a one-story (former) sanctuary to
the north and a two-story annex to the south that previously served as the church office and
daycare. The building is of wood-frame construction with stucco cladding. The sanctuary has a
gambrel roof with a pinnacle, and the annex features a flat roof with a parapet. The sanctuary’s
primary, north-facing elevation is symmetrically composed and features a deeply recessed
entrance with wood doors that is accessed by stairs and flanked by multi-lite windows. There is a
large relief used for signage in the gable above the entrance. The east-facing elevation has a
centered recessed secondary entrance within an enframement that projects slightly from the
elevation. At the southern end of the facade, there is a gabled dormer with corbels. The south-
facing elevation is simple and mostly unadorned, with the exception of two gabled dormers with
corbels. Fenestration consists of single-lite and multi-lite double-hung wood windows. The interior
features high wood ceilings with exposed beams.

The subject property has undergone a number of alterations over the years, including: the addition
of the rear annex and a basement in 1911; a remodel of the primary, north-facing facade between
1928 and 1939 involving the removal of original Romanesque architectural details and tower
elements; the addition of a garage in 1933 (demolished after 1970); interior renovations in 1937;
the replacement of sanctuary windows, and the addition of restrooms and raised balcony seating
after 1950; the conversion of part of the annex to a daycare facility in 1962; and the removal of
the original baptismal pool at an unknown date. Furthermore, the 2019 adaptive re-use project
comprised the following scope of work: the addition of a second floor within the existing sanctuary
volume; the restoration of windows and doors; the removal of an entrance canopy that was added
after 1950; and the addition of windows, doors, and dormers on the south and east elevations of
the annex volume.

SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as significant to
the history of Korean-Americans in Los Angeles.



CHC-2020-3286-HCM
2909 South Orchard Avenue; 1276 West 29th Street
Page 4 of 4

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;

2. lIs associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction;
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his or her age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the

application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.

BACKGROUND

On May 21, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of June 20, 2020 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1
is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders.
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
Proposed Monument Name: | os Angeles Korean United Methodist Church | Former name of property
Other Associated Names: Qrchard Avenue Baptist Church; Greater True Light Missionary Baptist Churc
Street Address: 2909 S. Orchard Avenue Zip: 90007 Council District: 9
Range of Addresses on Property: 2909 S. Orchard Ave; 1276 W 29th St | Community Name: South Los Angeles
Assessor Parcel Number: 5055-010-001 Tract: \Waverley Block: None | lot: 48
Identification cont’d:
Proposed Monument Natural

Property Type: ® Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Feature

Describe any additional resources located on the property to be included in the nomination, here:

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

Year built: 1895 Factual Estimated Threatened? None

Architect/Designer: ynknown (1895); William Neely (1911 additior | Contractor: Unknown (1895); William Neely (1911 addition)
Original Use: church Present Use: Apartments

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? @ VYes No (explain in section 7) Unknown (explain in section 7)

3. STYLE & MATERIALS

Architectural Style:  Spanish Colonial Revival Stories: 1-2 | Plan Shape: Rectangular
FEATURE PRIMARY SECONDARY

CONSTRUCTION | Type: Wood Type:  select
CLADDING Material:  Stucco, smooth Material:  Select

Type:  Combination Type:  Flat
ROOF

Material: Rolled asphalt Material:  Rolled asphalt

Type: Double-hung Type:  Double-hung
WINDOWS

Material:  Wood Material:  Vinyl
ENTRY Style: Centered Style:  Off-center

DOOR Type: Double Type:  Double



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief description of any major alterations or additions. This section may also be completed on a separate document.
Include copies of permits in the nomination packet. Make sure to list any major alterations for which there are no permits, as well.

See attachment.

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

] Contributing feature
+ Located in an Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)

Non-contributing feature

Survey Name(s):
Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark

status by an historic resources survey(s)

Other historical or cultural resource designations: Located in North University Park Specific Plan Area

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

O 1. Isidentified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. s associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.




CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be
designated an Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and attach them to this

form.

A. Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monument’s physical characteristics and
relationship to its surrounding environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip-
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail if that is
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. Identify and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must
support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting

documentation and research.
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Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination — Written Statements

Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church
2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90007

INTRODUCTION

This document provides written statements for the Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) Nomination for
2909 S. Orchard Avenue (previously 1276 W. 29" Street), Los Angeles, CA 90007 (Assessor Parcel
Number 5055-010-001, hereinafter referred to as “subject property”). The building at the subject property
was constructed about 1895 as a Baptist church, served numerous congregations over time, and was
adaptively reused as an apartment building in 2019. The subject property has important historical
associations with the Korean American community in Los Angeles, serving as the first permanent home
of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church, which owned and occupied the building for about
thirteen years, from 1945-1958.* The City’s SurveyLA historic context statement for Korean Americans
in Los Angeles provides a framework for identifying religious properties with significant historical
associations with the local Korean American community. In support of this nomination, the following
includes an overview of existing conditions; discussion of alterations implemented prior to and as part of
the 2019 adaptive reuse project; and a statement of significance detailing the history and significance of
the subject property as it relates to the aforementioned SurveyLA historic context statement. This
document includes attachments with supporting images and other documentation.

A. PROPOSED MONUMENT DESCRIPTION

Existing Conditions

Located on a residential street at the southwest corner of 29" Street and Orchard Avenue, the subject
property is bounded by an alley and West 30" Street to the south and Vermont Avenue to the west. The
subject property is oriented north toward 29" Street. The site slopes slightly downward from north to
south. The subject property contains one building with a rear surface parking lot. Vehicular access is
provided through a driveway off the rear alley.

The building has a one-story front portion corresponding to the former church sanctuary, which is
rectangular in plan, as well as a two-story rear portion corresponding to the former church office and day
care, which is also rectangular in plan, extending slightly west of the front portion. The building exterior
has limited elements of the Spanish Colonial Revival style, including simple building forms and exterior
walls clad in stucco. The front portion has a gambrel-type roof with a parapet and triangular steeple, while
the rear portion has a flat roof. Roofing material is rolled torch down asphalt. At the front portion, the
north facade is symmetrical, containing the main entrance, accessed by steps and centered in the
elevation, with wood doors flanked by windows. Fenestration on north, east and west elevations includes
multi-light double-hung wood sash. A rectangular sign area above contains a temporary banner sign. The
east elevation is relatively simple and unadorned and contains a secondary entrance positioned within a
stucco enframement that projects slightly from the elevation. The rear portion of the building is also
simple and unadorned. At the southernmost part of the east elevation and along the south elevation,
modest architectural features, as well as contemporary doors and windows, define and access the rear
residential spaces. The west elevation is utilitarian and closely abuts the adjacent building to the west.

1 The Los Angeles Korean Methodist Church moved out of the building in 1958 and sold the property to a new owner in 1959.
David Yoo and Hyung-ju Ahn, Faithful Witness: A Centennial History of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church (1904-
2000), Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church, 2004: 133.
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Other site features include fencing at the northwest corner of the site, as well as freestanding bike storage
lockers in the side yard along the east elevation, and bike racks in front of the building along the north
facade. Landscaping consists of trees, small shrubs and other low plantings along the north, east, and
south elevations.

The building interior includes seven apartment units that have been inserted into the interior of the
original church building, with access provided through double-doors in the north facade; the secondary
entrance at the east elevation; and doors at the south elevation. As described in greater detail later in this
document, most of the units have high ceilings and/or high-volume spaces that allow the original volume
of the sanctuary interior and early wood ceiling to be visible.

History of Construction and Alterations prior to 2019 Adaptive Reuse

This section summarizes the history of construction and alterations prior to implementation of the 2019
adaptive reuse project and is supported by cropped Sanborn maps that follow and historic building
permits (see Appendix A: Table of Building Permits and Attachment F).

The existing front (north) portion of the building was constructed about 1895 as a church. While there is
no original building permit available, an historic Los Angeles Times article indicates the building was
constructed at that time for the American Baptist Church, with Romanesque architectural details,
including a tower element;? historic city directories also support that a church was there in 1895.2 Sanborn
maps and city directories definitively show the building at the subject property in 1900.* The existing rear
(south) portion of the building including a partial basement was added in 1911.> The facade of the front
(north) portion was entirely remodeled between 1928-1939. Any early Romanesque features, as well as
the tower element, were likely removed at this time. These early alterations are evident in the below
Sanborn maps, which show angled tower elements at northeast and northwest corners of the facade in
early maps, and are also indicated in the below Diagram of Exterior Alterations. Other early alterations
include addition of a separate garage building in 1933, which was demolished after 1970.°

At the interior, it appears that the sanctuary was substantially remodeled in 1937, as a permit was issued
then to “rebuild auditorium from the floor up.”” Other known alterations to the sanctuary interior include
removal of the baptismal pool associated with original Baptist congregation (date of alteration unknown)
and addition of lobby restrooms and raised balcony seating at north end of sanctuary (after 1950, based on
historic photograph of the interior, Attachment E). Finally, seismic retrofit in the sanctuary was
implemented with contemporary bracing and bolting, but there is no permit for the work and the date of
alteration is unknown.

Despite these alterations, the subject property appears relatively intact from the period in which the Los
Angeles Korean United Methodist Church owned and operated the property, 1945-1958. That
congregation was not issued any building permits during the time of its ownership, suggesting it did not
substantially alter the property. There are historic photographs of the congregation taken outside the
building in 1950 that confirm the property generally retains integrity from this period (see Attachment E).
Sanctuary windows were replaced with contemporary sash and tinted, textured glazing after 1950, most
likely by a later owner. Those windows were restored to their period of significance as part of the 2019

2 «“New Churches: Change of Base and Places of Worship,” Los Angeles Times, September 9, 1895: 6.

% Los Angeles City Directory, 1895: 34.

4 Los Angeles City Directory, 1900: 580.

51276 West 29" Street,” Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish, City of Los Angeles, Board of Public Works, Department of
Buildings, Permit No. 3914, May 8, 1911.

61276 West 29" Street,” Application for the Erection of a Building of Class “D,” City of Los Angeles Building Division, Department
of Building and Safety, Permit No. 3669, March 22, 1933.

71276 West 29" Street,” Application to Alter, Repair, Move or Demolish, City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety,
Building Division, Permit No. 34943, October 22, 1937.



HCM Nomination — Written Statements — 2909 S. Orchard Avenue / 3

adaptive reuse project. Additionally, a wood canopy was added over the north fagcade main entrance after
the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church vacated the building and was removed as part of the
2019 adaptive reuse project. Asphalt paving was also added surrounding the building after 1950.
Alterations were made to the rear portion of building to accommodate a day care facility at the first floor
in the south portion of building in 1962.2

Historic Sanborn Maps of Subject Property

1900 1907 1922 1950

1955 1960 1966 1970

81276 West 29" Street,” Application to Alter-Repair-Demolish and for Certificate of Occupancy, City of Los Angeles, Department
of Building and Safety, Permit No. 5931, March 2, 1962.
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Diagram of Exterior Alterations (prior to 2019 adaptive reuse)

2019 Adaptive Reuse

The adaptive reuse project implemented in 2018-2019 involved rehabilitation and reuse of the existing
building as a 7-unit apartment building.? The project was approved by the City in 2018 and subsequently
implemented.*® A Certificate of Occupancy was issued in 2019."

As part of this project, at the exterior, the overall scale and mass of the existing building was retained.
The original roof shape and triangular steeple were retained, but the cross was removed. Fenestration
patterns at exterior walls of the front portion corresponding to the former sanctuary were retained and
windows that had previously been altered were restored with new sash and glazing to match historic
photographs. The non-historic canopy over the main entrance in the north facade was removed, though
the historic entry sequence with stairs to the main entrance was retained and historic doors were restored
based on other extant historic doors. The historic secondary entrance at the east elevation was retained
with original doors repaired and reused. Stucco cladding was retained, repaired, and repainted. At the
secondary elevations, the south and the southernmost part of the east elevations, modest architectural
features, including new doors and windows, were added to define and allow access to rear residential
spaces. The building was reroofed. New site features were added, including freestanding bike storage
lockers positioned along the east elevation and bike racks along the north elevation. Landscaping was
added, including trees and small shrubs and plantings borders the north, east, and south elevations.

At the interior, seven new apartment units were inserted within the interior of the original building (see
floor plans below). A 1,813 square-foot addition was inserted in the existing building shell, with the
construction of a second story within the building envelope of the former sanctuary space. The structure’s
original height of 24 feet five inches was maintained. The interior is now accessed by double-doors in the
north facade leading directly into an apartment (Unit 2); the secondary entrance at the east elevation,
leading into a hallway that accesses multiple apartments (Units 2, 3, and 7); and entrances at the south

942909 S. Orchard Avenue,” Application for Building Permit and Certificate of Occupancy, City of Los Angeles, Department of
Building and Safety, Permit No. 18016-30000-12774, November 15, 2018.

1% The City of Los Angeles issued a determination approving a Project Permit Compliance Review, Design Review, Certificate of
Appropriateness, and a Waiver of Dedications and Improvements for the subject property on June 5, 2018. These project approvals were
subsequently appealed to the South Los Angeles Area Planning Commission, which denied the appeal on September 8, 2018.

1142909 S. Orchard Avenue,” Certificate of Occupancy, City of Los Angeles, Permit No. 18016-30000-12774, December 10, 2019.
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elevation that lead directly into apartments (Units 4, 5, and 6). All units are two-stories and contain two or
three bedrooms. Four of the units (Units 1, 2, 3 and 7) are located either wholly or partially in the former
church sanctuary. Units 1 and 2 are located entirely within the former sanctuary at the north end of the
building. Unit 3 is located in the southeast corner of the former sanctuary, with a portion at its first floor
extending into the rear of the building, and its entire second floor situated within the former sanctuary.
Unit 7 is located partially within the southwest corner of the former sanctuary and extends into the
westerly wing of the building at first and second floors. The remaining three units (Units 4, 5, and 6) are
located in the rear and westerly portions of the building formerly used as a day care and office, are
accessed off the south elevation, and feature two-story configurations.

Units 1, 2, 3, and 7 all have high ceilings and/or high-volume spaces that allow the original volume of the
sanctuary interior and early wood ceiling to be visible. These units each feature a unique layout. Units 1
and 2 have bedrooms on the ground floor that showcase high volumes and early wood ceilings, as well as
stairs leading up to kitchens and common space on the second floor where the original sanctuary ceiling is
visible. Unit 3 has bedrooms on the first floor and stairs accessing a kitchen and common space on the
second floor, also with the original sanctuary ceiling visible. Unit 7 has a bedroom and a kitchen on the
first floor and features a double-height stairwell emphasizing the tall volume of the former sanctuary,
leading up to a second floor with bedrooms located in the westerly portion of the building.

First floor plan showing unit configuration in the implemented Project. Original sanctuary space depicted by dashed red line.

Second floor plan showing unit configuration in the implemented Project. Original sanctuary space depicted by dashed red line.
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B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The subject property is significant for its association with the Korean American community in Los
Angeles, as the first permanent home of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church, which owned
and occupied the building for about thirteen years, from 1945-1958.'? SurveyLA identified the subject
property as potentially eligible for this association and describes churches as the “defining elements of the
[Korean American] community.”*® The Korean American community in Los Angeles was relatively small
in the years following the close of World War 1, with only 800 such residents at the time,** making the
subject property one of the few gathering places for the community during this period. Whereas the Los
Angeles Korean United Methodist Church had previously been unable to purchase its own property, and
utilized space in other churches, post-World War Il prosperity “opened new economic opportunities and
financial gains that been unavailable in decades prior,” and the purchase of the subject property
underscored the improved circumstances of the Korean American population.*® The SurveyLA historic
context statement indicates the subject property is relatively rare as an intact example of an historical
gathering place for the Korean American community during the post-World War Il period. The context
also establishes a framework for designation of religious properties associated with the Korean American
population. Based on this information, the subject property appears to meet Criterion 1 as an historic
structure in which the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation state or community is
reflected or exemplified, with a period of significance of 1945-1958, corresponding to the years the Los
Angeles Korean United Methodist Church operated out of the subject property.

The aforementioned SurveyL A historic context statement includes a list of “known resources [that] may
be eligible for designation under local, state, and/or federal programs” and provides the following
statement of for the subject property:*®

Founded by Florence Sherman, American missionary who lived in Korea from 1898-1900.
Originally located at 1519 S Hill St. (1904-1912). The church provided housing, Sunday school,
English language classes to Korean immigrants, and served as an employment agency. It is one of
two longstanding Christian congregations in the Korean American community; it had been at
several locations until the church at 1276 W. 29th St was purchased in 1945. This was the
congregation’s first permanent church. It is the primary social and cultural hub for second
generation Korean Americans. In 1960 the congregation outgrew the 29" street location and
moved to a newly built church at 4394 W. Washington Blvd. Then, outgrowing the Washington
Blvd location, in 1968 the church moved to 1068 S. Robertson Blvd. Then in 1989 it moved to
7400 Osage Avenue in Westchester, where it remains today.

It should be noted the SurveyL A context for Korean Americans in Los Angeles was created as part of an
initiative to prepare a National Register of Historic Places (National Register) Multiple Property
Documentation Form (MPDF) and associated historic contexts for five Asian American communities in
Los Angeles, of which the Korean American community is one. The MPDF form titled “Asian Americans
in Los Angeles, 1850-1980” was listed in the National Register on January 4, 2019."

2 The Los Angeles Korean Methodist Church moved out of the building in 1958 and sold the property to a new owner in 1959.

David Yoo and Hyung-ju Ahn, Faithful Witness: A Centennial History of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church (1904-
2000), Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church, 2004: 133.

13 page and Turnbull, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement: Korean Americans in Los Angeles, 1905-1980, prepared for:
City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, August 2018: 35.

4 page and Turnbull, 30.

* Ibid.

16 page and Turnbull, Appendix A: Korean American Known and Designated Resources, 6.

17 “Asian Americans Historic Contexts Published,” City of Los Angeles, Office of Historic Resources, February 21, 2019,
https://preservation.lacity.org/news/asian-americans-historic-contexts-published, accessed December 16, 2019.
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Character-Defining Features

Character-defining features are the physical features that make a property significant. The subject
property is intact from its period of significance, 1945-1958. The character-defining features listed below
reflect the property’s significance as a gathering place in the community, as opposed to being focused on
architectural design or elements of religious history. As provided by the SurveyL A Historic Context
Statement for Korean Americans in Los Angeles:

Generally, the architectural qualities of religious buildings associated with Asian Americans are
less important factors in the evaluation under Criterion A.*®

Character-defining features are as follows:
Exterior
e One-story stucco church
Rectangular plan
Spanish Colonial Revival style design
Raised central entrance
Symmetrical fagade
Flat roof with stepped parapet wall
Prominent cross on the roof
Two rear wings
Dual entrance doors
Multi-paned windows
Absence of ornamentation
e Side entrance
Interior
e Open plan and high-volume ceiling of former sanctuary

Character-defining features do not include the rear (south) portion of the building, as it does not strongly
convey the history of the subject property as a gathering space and was historically utilitarian.

Property History

As additional background information, the following provides a history of early ownership and tenants for
the subject property, as well as a history of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church, and
relevant excerpts from the SurveyL A Historic Context Statement.

History of Owners

The history of owners is primarily derived from historic map books of the Los Angeles County Assessor
and chain of title for the property (included in Appendix L). The property was originally developed by a
Baptist church. The earliest available ownership data from 1901 provides the property was owned by
W.W. Tinker, founder of Orchard Avenue Baptist Church.® In 1917, Tinker transferred ownership to
Orchard Avenue Baptist Church.?’ In 1928, title transferred to Southwest Baptist Church.?* The property
was owned by Baptist churches through at least 1931.% Subsequent owners through the early 1940s

18 page and Turnbull, 55.

% Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 47, 1901-1909, sheet 13.

20 |_os Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 47, 1911-1920, sheet 15.

2 Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 47, 1927-1939, sheet 216.

Some historical documents identify the church name as South West Baptist Church while others identify the name as Southwest
Baptist Church. For consistency in this report, the church is called Southwest Baptist Church.

22 |_os Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 47, 1927-1939, sheet 216.



HCM Nomination — Written Statements — 2909 S. Orchard Avenue / 8

included: John D. Burnham,® W. W. Fisher,?* Central Pentecostal Church,” and Your Gospel Church.?®
In 1945, the property was purchased by Los Angeles Korean Methodist Church,?” which remained the
owner and until 1959,% although it moved out of the building in 1958. In 1959, the property was sold to a
primarily African American congregation, Greater True Light Baptist Church,?® which remained the
owner and tenant until selling the property to the current owner in 2017. Following is a list of known
owners, with data based primarily based on historic map books of the Los Angeles County Assessor:

History of Tenants
The history of ownership and tenants are closely linked, though it was common for churches to share
space with other congregations.®® Following is a list of known tenants:

1895-1929: Orchard Avenue Baptist Church,** American Baptist Church, First Presbyterian
Church®

1932: Southern Baptist Church, Southwest Baptist Church, Roger Williams Baptist Church®*
1934: Roger Williams Baptist Church; Victoria Hall Central Pentecostal Assembly*®

1936-1938: Pentecostal Church®

1942: Central Pentecostal Church®

1945-1959: Korean Methodist Church; Methodist Churches of Southern California and Arizona®®
1959-2017: Greater True Light Missionary Baptist Church®® and Frederick Douglas Child
Development Center*

History of Los Angeles Korean Methodist Church

The Los Angeles Korean Methodist Church operated out of the building at the subject property for
approximately thirteen years, from 1945-1958. The congregation grew out of the aforementioned
Methodist Mission on Hill Street. In the 1930s, the congregation was reorganized as an entity of
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Over the ensuing years, the church rented space at different

2 |pid.

24 |bid.

% |pid.

2% «Byilding Projects Listed,” Los Angeles Times, December 20, 1931: F3.

Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 47, 1939-1946, sheet 216.

27 LLos Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 971, 1947-1951, sheet 16

28 Other owners listed in historic map books of the Los Angeles County Assessor during this period include: Los Angeles Missionary
and Church Extension Society of the Methodist Church.

Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 971, 1952-1956, sheet 16.

2 Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 971, 1957-1961, sheet 16.

% os Angeles City Directory, 1895: 34.

“Two Congregations: Formal Division of the First Presbyterian Church,” Los Angeles Times, May 8, 1895:10.

“That Church Fight: One Side of It is Officially Explained,” Los Angeles Times, July 7, 1895: 21.

“That Unlucky Site: Appeal From the First Presbyterian Church,” Los Angeles Times, April 10, 1895: 12.

31 Los Angeles City Directory, 1906: 427.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1920: 1687.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1929: 2884.

821907 Sanborn Map.

33 First Preshyterian Church appears to have only operated out of the subject property on a temporary basis while building a new
church facility.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1895: 34.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1900: 580.

3 Los Angeles City Directory, 1932: 1091, 2275, and 2574.

% Los Angeles City Directory, 1934: 1713, 1796, and 2486.

% Los Angeles City Directory, 1936: 1425.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1938: 1611.

87 Los Angeles City Directory, 1942: 467

% Los Angeles City Directory, 1956: 944.

1950, 1960, and 1966 Sanborn Maps.

% Los Angeles City Directory, 1960: 993.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1969: 219.

40| os Angeles City Directory, 1973: 429.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1987: 458.
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locations. In 1931, the church operated out of an African American Seventh-Day Adventist Church,*
while in the mid-1930s, the church was located at 1016 West Jefferson Boulevard.*? By 1942, the church
had moved again and was located at 1225 West Jefferson Boulevard.*® In 1943, the church moved into the
facility of the Normandie Street Japanese Methodist Church in downtown Los Angeles, which was
available “because of the incarceration of Japanese Americans along the West Coast during World War
11.”** The Los Angeles Korean Methodist Church soon needed to move yet again “when Japanese
Americans made their way back to the West Coast as the war came to a close.”*> After substantial
struggle to raise the necessary funds, in 1945, the church purchased and moved into its first permanent
home at the subject property. The church held its first service in the building on June 3, 1945.%°

There were few articles published in the Los Angeles Times referencing the church’s history. In 1950, an
article was written about a fundraiser for “renovation and redecoration” of the church by the Women’s
Society of Christian Service (WSCS).*’ The specific nature of the renovation and redecoration was not
described. In 1954 the Children’s Choir from Korea was hosted at the church while “touring the United
States in support of the campaign of the American-Korean Foundation, which [was] seeking
$100,000,000 to aid needy Koreans.™®

Reverend Key Hyung Chang assumed leadership in 1941 and was notable as the congregation’s first bi-
lingual pastor. Additionally, he wrote articles for the Korean American newspaper, Tok-lip, in which he
advocated for “Korean independence and the need for revolutionary thinking.”*® He also spoke to several
different local community groups about concerns of the Korean population during wartime, as well as on
issues of Korean culture and independence. Pastor Key Hyung Chang left the church in 1947. Associate
Pastor Victor Peters served the congregation from 1944-1956, Pastor Ha-tai Kim from 1947-1949, and
Pastor Henry Chang-hee Oh from 1949-1953.%°

Following the end of the Korean War in 1953, the congregation grew. The 1950s were “an extended
period of change with an underlying stability,” marked by the “arrival of Rev. Young Yong Choi in
1953,” which began “ministry to the congregation and community that would last twenty-eight years.”**
Choi remained a church pastor until 1981. Due to the church’s growth during Choi’s tenure, the
congregation decided to move. The Los Angeles Korean Methodist Church vacated the building in 1958
and sold the property to a new owner in 1959. It then constructed a new building at Washington
Boulevard and Virginia Road (extant). The new church was completed in 1960.%2 The period that
followed marked the notable “transition from an older immigrant and second-generation church to a new
immigrant church,” and “created perhaps the most fundamental shift in the history of the church.”*?

41 Katherine Yungmee Kim, Images of America: Los Angeles’s Koreatown, Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2011: 42-43.

2 The Korean Methodist and Presbyterian churches appear to have been the only Korean churches in Los Angeles in the 1930s. The
Korean Presbyterian Church was located at 1545 W 35" Place in the 1930s.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1934: 960.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1939: 1181.

43 Los Angeles City Directory, 1942: 2710.

44 David K. Yoo, Contentious Spirits: Religion in Korean American History, 1903-1945, Stanford University Press, 2010, Kindle
Version, Location 1602, 1613.

4 David K. Yoo, Contentious Spirits: Religion in Korean American History, 1903-1945, Stanford University Press, 2010, Kindle
Version, Location 1602, 1613.

46Yoo0 and Ahn, 111-112.

47 “Bazaar Set by Korean Church Unit,” Los Angeles Times, August 18, 1950: B1.

48 “Korea Child Choir to Pay Church Visit,” Los Angeles Times, June 13, 1954: 17.

49Yoo0 and Ahn, 106-108.

%0 Yoo and Ahn, 208-209.

*1 Yoo and Ahn, 152.

52Yo0 and Ahn, 133.

Yoo and Ahn, 152.
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In 1968, the church outgrew its Washington Boulevard facility and merged with Robertson Methodist
Church, moving to a building at 1068 South Robertson.>* Following was “a period of settled life after so
many years of relocations.”> However, the church moved again in the 1980s, as city directories from
1987 include listings for the First Korean United Methodist church of Los Angeles at 501 N. New
Hampshire Avenue,* and also for the Korean Methodist Church of America at 133 S. Avenue 56.°" In
1989, the Los Angeles Korean Methodist Church moved to 7500 Osage Avenue, where it is currently
located.*®

Historic Context Statement for Korean Americans in Los Angeles
The following includes the relevant sections of the SurveyLA historic context statement for Korean
Americans in Los Angeles, covering the time period when the church owned the subject property:>®

World War Il and Its Aftermath, 1942-1950

Immediately following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and the
subsequent declaration of war by the United States, the Korean community mobilized. Korean
Americans of military age throughout the U.S. enlisted to serve, including Captain Young Oak
Kim, a second-generation Korean American raised in Los Angeles. Captain Kim became an
officer in the army and led a unit of Japanese American soldiers during the war. Older men,
unable to serve, worked in manufacturing and construction to further the war effort, Korean
American women volunteered for the Red Cross, and those who spoke Japanese were invaluable
to the intelligence community as translators. In Los Angeles specifically, a Korean National
Guard unit was established and incorporated into the California National Guard. Called the Tiger
Brigade (Manhokun) and drilling outside the Exposition Park Armory, the unit consisted of
approximately one fifth of the entire Korean population of Los Angeles, or 109 enlistees from a
community of around 500.

While these unrestrained contributions to the war effort were undoubtedly rooted in a sense of
American patriotism, particularly for second-generation Korean Americans, it is impossible to
separate the influence of the Korean political organizations and support for the Korean
independence movement. Many members of the community saw a long-awaited opportunity for a
Korea free from Japanese occupation. Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, high-ranking
members of the KNA gathered at the headquarters in Los Angeles to discuss the events. A series
of resolutions were issued:

1. Koreans shall promote unity during the war and act harmoniously.

2. Koreans shall work for the defense of the country where they reside and all those who are
healthy should volunteer for National Guard duty. Those who are financially capable
should purchase war bonds, and those who are skilled should volunteer for appropriate
duties.

3. Koreans shall wear a badge identifying them as Koreans, for security purposes.

These resolutions reflect the leading role of the Korean independence movement within the
broader context of the Korean American experience, and the common misidentification with
other, larger Asian ethnic groups that became problematic with the fervent anti-Japanese
sentiments of the day. Although many in the Korean community were not U.S. citizens and

¥ Yoo and Ahn, 140; 145.

5 Yoo and Ahn, 149.

% Los Angeles City Directory, July 1987: 265.
5" Los Angeles City Directory, July 1987: 71.
%8 Yoo and Ahn, Faithful Witness, 149.

% pPage and Turnbull, 28-38.
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technically subjects of the Japanese Empire, the United States government recognized the that
Korea was an occupied territory and issued Military Order No. 45 stating that Koreans were
exempted from the enemy alien status attributed to Japanese Americans.

On March 8, 1942, a ceremony and parade were held in Pershing Square as a Korea Day
celebration. Many dressed in traditional Korean costumes participated in the event, which
coincided with the sale of war bonds at the War Memorial Hall, located on the western end of the
park. Other ceremonies that linked Korean independence and the wartime American experience
were held, including a military parade through Downtown Los Angeles that culminated with a
ceremony at City Hall honoring the Korean flag. Hundreds of Korean Americans participated in
and attended the festivities as Mayor Fletcher Brown raised the flag and the Tiger Brigade and
U.S. Army bands played the national anthems of both countries.

The increase in economic activity during World War Il had resounding impacts on the Korean
American community. Unprecedented demand for goods and labor, all driven by the war effort,
opened new economic opportunities and financial gains that been unavailable in decades prior.
Initially, demand for agricultural production and the shortage in labor spurred the restoration of
agricultural jobs for many Korean Americans in Southern California. This created wholesale
commercial success for Koreans in Los Angeles, similar to that of the 1920s. Korean-owned
businesses started to experience greater success, and wages for those Korean Americans provided
a new level of earning and saving power. The result was increased investment and creation of
new and diversified Korean-owned businesses, as well as greater home ownership, though
through the names of the American-born second generation as foreign-born, non-citizens still
could not own property.

In the years following World War 11, the Korean American community of Los Angeles was still
small with about 800 residents, in a much more established social and financial position than ever
before. In April 1943, the Korean American Times (Puk Mi Sibo), a Korean language
newspaper, started publishing in Los Angeles by the Los Angeles branch of the Dong Ji Hoi,
likely at their location on 2716 Ellendale Place. The Korean Methodist Church finally purchased
a permanent home, the former Swedish Lutheran Church at 1276 West 29th Street at Orchard
Street, in 1945 (extant/altered). Though they remained at the building for only fifteen years, the
church at 29th Street and Orchard marked an important milestone for the nomadic church and
was a point of pride that reflected the congregation’s improved circumstances.

The aftermath of the war also had socio-political implications for the community. The long
established Korean independence movement and the dozens of organizations associated with its
promotion were involved in the formation of a new government in Korea. With the establishment
of the Republic of Korea in 1948, led by Syngman Rhee as president, the Korean independence
movement’s prominence faded in the Los Angeles community. Many who had come to Los
Angeles as students or religious leaders in the community moved back to Korea to participate in
the founding of the new republic. Although removed from their country of origin for decades, the
Korean Americans brought back both the religious and national institutions that had been
fundamental cornerstones of the Korean American community. These experiences allowed many
to contribute to the rebuilding of the Republic of Korea. In 1948, a consulate for the Republic of
Korea was established in Los Angeles with Whui Sik Min appointed consul general, and served
as a hallmark of the new republic at the time.

Korean War and the Second Wave, 1950-1965
On June 25, 1950, the onset of the Korean War embroiled both the United States and the Korean
peninsula in a renewed conflict. The clash was a tragic byproduct of World War 11, one that
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divided the peninsula and families in an arbitrary fashion. Against the backdrop of the Cold War,
the communist backed Northern forces fought the Southern forces supported heavily by several
Western countries.

Though many Koreans living in Los Angeles did not take sides, there was tension between those
who supported Syngman Rhee’s new government in South Korea and those who supported the
communist government in North Korea. Several members of the Los Angeles Korean community
even made their way to North Korea by way of Czechoslovakia. The Korean Independence News
was an anti-Rhee newspaper published in Los Angeles at 1350 West Jefferson Boulevard
between 1943 and 1952 distributed to Canada, Mexico, Cuba, Great Britain, the Soviet Union and
China.

On July 27, 1953, the armistice between the warring parties was signed, effectively ending the
Korean War. The peninsula was devastated with the conflict unresolved. North and South
solidified along the agreed upon boundaries, almost unchanged from the start of the conflict. The
Korean American community across the United States funded relief efforts to ease the suffering
on the peninsula. Orphan children, displaced by the conflict, became the first immigrants from
Korea to the United States since the 1920s, many of whom arrived in Los Angeles. Returning
U.S. servicemen from the Korean War brought Korean brides with them. These women arrived in
small numbers and were often separated from the established Korean American community by
circumstance. Students from South Korea also started to make their way to the United States in
the years after World War Il and the Korean War. One was architect Ki Suh Park, who arrived in
1953 to study at East Los Angeles College.

He earned his bachelor’s degree at UC Berkeley in 1957 and later a graduate degree in
architecture and city planning from MIT. In 1961, he was hired at the architecture firm Gruen
Associates in Los Angeles, where he became a partner in 1972 and managing partner in 1981.
Approximately 14,000 Koreans arrived in the United States between 1950 and 1965. This second
wave of immigration was aided by scaled-back immigration laws in the 1950s that allowed entire
Korean families to claim refugee status. The arrival of refugees in Los Angeles was met by the
established Korean American community with unwavering support.

In addition to the new wave of immigration, the Korean community in Los Angeles was
undergoing other changes. In 1952, the Immigration and Nationality Act (also known as the
McCarren-Walter Act) was passed, which relaxed the limits on immigration from certain Asian
countries. Several court cases in the late 1940s and early 1950s challenged discriminatory racial
covenant laws that barred Asian Americans from living in certain neighborhoods. Lawsuits
brought by two Asian Americans in Los Angeles, Tommy Amer of Chinese heritage and Yin Kim
of Korean heritage, were among the legal cases that helped to end housing segregation. In 1947,
Kim, a second-generation Korean American dentist, and his wife purchased a house at 1201
South Gramercy Place in Arlington Heights, a neighborhood with enforced racial covenants. The
Kims quietly moved in during escrow to avoid an injunction that would have prevented them
from occupying the property. Once the sale closed, they were served with the injunction to
vacate, which they challenged in court; they remained in the house as the lawsuit progressed.
Although the Kim and Amer cases ultimately were not among the ones chosen by the United
States Supreme Court to deliberate on the issue of racial covenants, they were accepted for review
by the Court in 1947 as examples of how the restrictive covenants affected other nonwhite groups
in addition to African Americans.

This shift towards desegregation resulted in many Korean Americans moving from the previous
concentration around Jefferson Boulevard between Western and Vermont Avenues (later known
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as Old Koreatown) to middle class neighborhoods in Los Angeles and the surrounding cities. For
the most part, the nucleus of the Korean American community expanded north and west,
signaling the eventual creation of the later Koreatown. Some also moved further west to the
Westside and over the Hollywood Hills to the San Fernando Valley.

The emphasis of political groups within the Korean American community was also shifting. With
the establishment of the Republic of Korea in South Korea in 1948, the independence political
organizations and associations that had been steady fixtures in the Korean American community
began to decline in significance. During the post-war years, Korean American organizations
became increasingly focused on cultural, religious, and professional developments. The Dong Ji
Hoi continued to support Syngman Rhee, who had become president of Republic of Korea. When
Rhee was ousted from power by a student uprising in 1960, his political party, and the Dong Ji
Hoi as part of it, became virtually defunct. It still had offices in Hawaii and in Los Angeles.
Under the leadership of Leo Song, co-owner of the produce wholesaler K&S Company and
considered a successor to Rhee, it reorganized with different principles. The Mugunghwa School
(also known as the Korean School of Southern California) began operating from the Dong Ji Hoi
building at 2716 Ellendale Place beginning in 1973.

Korean churches continued to be defining elements of the community. On April 5, 1957, a Baptist
church was established in Los Angeles by Reverend Dong-Myong Kim and his wife Ee-Sook
(Esther) Ahn. By 1964, the Berendo Street Baptist Church was located at 1324 South Berendo
Street (extant/altered), just south of Pico Boulevard and west of Vermont Avenue. It was the
second Korean Baptist church established in the United States, and quickly grew to one of the
largest Korean churches in Los Angeles. By 1977, the church moved down the street to 975 South
Berendo Street, while a different congregation, the Korean Evangelical Nah Sung Church,
occupied the church at 1324 South Berendo Street (extant/altered).

The Korean Methodist Church, having finally established a permanent home at 1276 W. 29
Street in 1945, constructed a new, modern church at 4394 Washington Boulevard at Virginia
Road in 1960. The congregation, consisting of the increasingly older first wave immigrants and
their English-speaking second-generation adult children, outgrew its space as it gained members
from the second wave of Korean immigrants. At its new location, it shifted to cater more and
more to immigrants.

New institutions aimed at the preservation and proliferation of Korean culture and identity were
also founded during this period. On June 30, 1958, the KNA opened a new language school at
their headquarters on Jefferson Boulevard, which had afterschool and summer programs for both
boys and girls over six years old. The KNA continued to promote Korean culture in the
community, as well as Korean unity, although the political leanings of the prior decades became
less integral to its mission. The American Korean Civic Organization was founded by Dr. Charles
Yoon in 1962 to serve the second generation that might feel excluded from established
community organizations like the KNA. It was located at 4328 Don Diablo Drive at a residential
property in Baldwin Hills. In 1963, the Korean Community Center was dedicated at the former
Danish Hall at 1359 West 24w Street (extant/altered). A group led by Leo Song (of K&S
Company and the Dong Ji Hoi), (Charles) Ho Kim, Won-yong (Warren) Kim, and Hyung-soon
raised funds to purchase the gathering space, which had already hosted some events for the
Korean community.

Economically, the Korean American community in Los Angeles was becoming increasingly
affluent. Many second-generation members fluent in English had been educated in post-
secondary institutions in the Los Angeles area and elsewhere. The professional barriers that had
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been in place decades before were starting to fade as more Korean Americans entered white-
collar occupations. The Korean Community of Southern California Year Book 1964, published as
a directory for and about the Korean community, listed one architect (David Hyun of Hyun &
Whitney Architects at 2301 Hyperion Avenue), two attorneys, three dentists (including Dr. Yin
Kim who had challenged the racial covenants at his Arlington Height home), two insurance
agents, and two clinical doctors.

A notable business to start in this period was Phil Ahn’s Moongate restaurant at 8632 Van Nuys
Boulevard in Panorama City. Opened in 1955 by actor Philip Ahn and his sister Soorah, the
Moongate was a family business owned and operated by the children of Chang Ho Ahn and their
extended family. Many family members had moved to the San Fernando Valley in the postwar
years. As with earlier restaurants, the Korean-owned business served Chinese (Cantonese) food
rather than Korean food, especially as it was located in a neighborhood with few Korean
residents. Philip had gained enough recognition in Hollywood that including his name was an
asset to the restaurant.

The Moongate restaurant was designed by noted Los Angeles architecture firm Armet & Davis
with Mid-Century Modern and Asian Eclectic architectural elements. This included a circular
moongate feature at the front facade and a neon sign in Asian-style font. The restaurant was a
success, and Philip Ahn was made the honorary mayor of Panorama in 1962. An addition and
renovations that tripled its size to seat 300 was completed in 1964 while still under the Ahns’
ownership. Lou and Cliff Sawyer of Palm Springs, a husband and wife interior design team, did
the interior and exterior design of the addition and renovation. The Sawyers were known for their
work on restaurants, including the Polynesian-themed Don the Beachcomber in Palm Springs and
Pago Pago in Long Beach. The remodel was “a blend of Chinese and South Pacific,” which
incorporated the circular moongate motif at the expanded front facade and added Chinese lions,
or Foo dogs, at the roofline. The renovation also altered or eliminated some of original Mid-
Century Modern features. The Moongate remained open until 1990, after which the building
housed other businesses. It became La Sierra, a Mexican nightclub.

Gradually, the Korean War brought greater awareness of a distinct Korean identity to the
mainstream, and businesses started to embrace their Korean roots. The House of Korean Arts was
a gift shop managed by Henry S.G. Song and Marie Song Lee that specialized in selling goods
made and imported from Korea. Established by 1955, the store was located at 4332 Degnan
Boulevard in Leimert Park Village by 1964. The first restaurant in Los Angeles that specifically
served Korean cuisine was Korea House at 2731 West Jefferson Boulevard (extant/altered).
Opened by Francis Lewe in 1965, it appears to have moved to 1540 North Cahuenga Boulevard
in Hollywood in 1970.

In 1961, the Korean Chamber of Commerce of California was organized and established in Los
Angeles at 1205 West Jefferson Boulevard (not extant). It was headed by Frank Ahn, who
oversaw the efforts to promote Korean American commercial interests. By 1977, the Korean
Chamber of Commerce of Southern California was located at 981 South Western Avenue near
Olympic Boulevard in a commercial office building owned by the Korean Association of
Southern California.

This economic proliferation extended to further civic engagement. In 1960, Alfred Song became
the first Korean American to serve on a local city council when he was elected as a
councilmember for the nearby City of Monterey Park. Born in Hawaii, Song was the son of
Korean plantation workers. He moved to Los Angeles to attend USC for undergraduate studies,
and eventually law school, following his enlistment in the Air Force during World War 1. He was
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one of the two attorneys listed in the 1964 Year Book, with his law office noted as at 608 South
Hill Street in Downtown. He was later elected to the State Assembly in 1962, and State Senate in
1966—the first Korean American to hold these positions.

The following describes SurveyL A’s relevant eligibility requirements for religious properties:®

Property Types Associated with Religion and Spirituality

Description: Property types associated with religion and spirituality are common to all contexts
and comprise one of the largest groups of historic resources identified under this MPDF.®* They
include individual buildings as well as religious campuses with multiple buildings, which, in
addition to churches and temples, house living quarters, schools, and community and sports
activities. Campuses may be evaluated as historic districts. The oldest Asian American religious
buildings in Los Angeles are primarily associated with the early settlement period of Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean communities and are located in areas discussed in the contexts including
Chinatown, Little Tokyo, Boyle Heights, South Jefferson, and Sawtelle. Property types also
comprise cemeteries, including Evergreen Cemetery in Boyle Heights.

Specific property types include churches that served a variety of Christian congregations
(Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Episcopal, and Catholic, among others). These church
buildings, were often originally constructed by and for other congregations, and subsequently
used as churches for Asian American congregations, while others were purposes built. It was
common for congregations to move locations over time, first renting and then purchasing or
constructing new buildings. For this reason, many church locations date from the postwar period
although congregations may have been established much earlier. In addition, many religious
campuses were expanded over time with new larger buildings replacing the earlier ones. Some
church properties were founded by non-Asians as part of local Christian missions, particularly in
the prewar period. An intact early example is the Saint Francis Xavier Church and School at 222.
S. Hewitt Street, a rare example of a religious facility specifically constructed by the Catholic
Church to serve the Japanese community (1921-1939). Later churches include the Korean
Presbyterian Church (since 1938) and the Filipino Christian Church (since 1950), the oldest
Filipino serving church in the U.S. Christian churches were generally designed in architectural
styles of their period of construction. Size, massing, and form vary over time. Most extant
churches have undergone some degree of alterations over time.

Property types also include purpose-built temples, mostly Buddhist. Most date from 1930s and
later and are designed in the Asian Eclectic style. The Koyasan Buddhist Temple (Koyasan
Beikuku Betsuin) in Little Tokyo is one of the oldest continually operating Buddhist sects in Los
Angeles, dating to 1912. The temple dates to 1940. While many second- and third-generation
Chinese Americans practiced Christianity, local benevolent associations also served religious or
spiritual functions for those who continued traditional practices of Taoism, Buddhism, or
Confucianism. Benevolent association buildings frequently included shrines on the second floor
and were also used for instruction of children in religious practices. One example is the Kong
Chow Temple in New Chinatown, which is located on the second floor of the Kong Chow
Benevolent Association. Another example is the Chinese Confucius Temple School, established
by the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (1952) to provide Chinese language
instruction with the tenets of Confucianism. The more recent Wat Thai temple (1979) in the San
Fernando Valley is the largest Thai Theraveda Buddhist temple in the United States.

8 page and Turnbull, 56-57.
81 MPDF refers to the aforementioned National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form titled, “Asian
Americans in Los Angeles, 1850-1980.”
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Significance: Religious properties associated with Asian Americans in Los Angeles may be
eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion A at the local, state, or national level
of significance. Associated areas of significance include Ethnic Heritage: Asian, Religion,
Community Planning and Development, and Social History.

Religious buildings and institutions provided spiritual support for Asian Americans, and served as
social and cultural hubs in the community in which they were located. Many offered new
immigrants basic social services as well as housing, language classes, and employment
counseling. Some also featured recreational facilities, meeting rooms for clubs and other
organizations, and sponsored activities such as dances and school programs for local children.
They also represented springboards for community leadership, business networks, and civil rights
activism. For the Japanese community, properties associated with religion and spirituality may
have also played a role in safekeeping possessions during incarceration and providing assistance
or temporary housing following their return until about 1947.

Many individuals associated with religion and spirituality emerged as community leaders. Under
Criterion B, a resource may also be significant for its association with an individual. Some
religious buildings may also be significant under Criterion C, as excellent examples of the Asian
Eclectic style or other styles of their period of construction.

Registration Requirements:
e May be important for its association with numerous historic personages for the
cumulative importance of those individuals to the community
e May reflect the changing demographics of a Los Angeles neighborhood
e May represent a significant event or movement in the social history

CONCLUSION

The subject property is eligible for designation as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument
under Criterion 1, as it exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic, or social
history of the city. It is significant for its association with the Korean American community in Los
Angeles, as the first permanent home of the Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church, which owned
and occupied the building for about thirteen years, from 1945-1958, and as a relatively rare and intact
example of an historical gathering place for the Korean American community during the post-World War
Il period. SurveyLA identified the subject property as potentially eligible for this association and provides
a framework for evaluation of significance and designation of religious properties associated with the
Korean American population.



HCM Nomination — Written Statements — 2909 S. Orchard Avenue / 17

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Books

Yoo, David and Hyung-ju Ahn, Faithful Witness: A Centennial History of the Los Angeles Korean United
Methodist Church (1904-2000), Los Angeles Korean United Methodist Church, 2004.

Yoo, David K., Contentious Spirits: Religion in Korean American History, 1903-1945, Stanford
University Press, 2010, Kindle Version.

Yungmee Kim, Katherine, Images of America: Los Angeles’s Koreatown, Charleston: Arcadia
Publishing, 2011.

Building Permits

“1276 West 29" Street,” Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish, City of Los Angeles, Board of Public
Works, Department of Buildings, Permit No. 3914, May 8, 1911.

“1276 West 29" Street,” Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish, City of Los Angeles Building
Division, Department of Building and Safety, Permit No. 11211, May 14, 1930.

“1276 West 29" Street,” Application for the Erection of a Building of Class “D,” City of Los Angeles
Building Division, Department of Building and Safety, Permit No. 3669, March 22, 1933.

“1276 West 29" Street,” Application to Alter, Repair, Move or Demolish, City of Los Angeles,
Department of Building and Safety, Building Division, Permit No. 34943, October 22, 1937.

“1276 West 29" Street,” Application to Alter-Repair-Demolish and for Certificate of Occupancy, City of
Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety, Permit No. 5931, March 2, 1962.

“1276 West 29" Street,” Application to Alter-Repair-Demolish and for Certificate of Occupancy, City of
Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety, Permit No. 9147, November 24, 1965.

“1276 West 29" Street,” Application to Alter-Repair-Demolish and for Certificate of Occupancy,” City of
Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety, Permit No. 44528, April 19, 1967.

“1287 West 29" Street,” Certificate of Occupancy, City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and
Safety, Permit No. 1967LA44528, April 7, 1969.

Chain of Title

“1276 W. 29" Street,” Property Profile, North American Title Company, June 6, 2017.
City Directories

Los Angeles City Directory, 1895: 34.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1900: 580.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1906: 427.



HCM Nomination — Written Statements — 2909 S. Orchard Avenue / 18

Los Angeles City Directory, 1920: 1687.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1929: 2884.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1932: 1091, 2275, and 2574.
Los Angeles City Directory, 1934: 1713, 1796, and 2486.
Los Angeles City Directory, 1936: 1425.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1938: 1611.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1942: 467

Los Angeles City Directory, 1956: 944.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1960: 993.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1969: 219.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1973: 429.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1987: 458.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1934: 960.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1939: 1181.

Los Angeles City Directory, 1942: 2710.

Los Angeles City Directory, July 1987: 265.

Los Angeles City Directory, July 1987: 71.

Historic Maps and Aerials

Environmental Data Resources, Inc., “1276 W. 29" Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007,” Sanborn Map
Report, prepared June 6, 2017.

Environmental Data Resources, Inc., “1276 W. 29" Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007,” Aerial Photo
Decade Package, prepared June 26, 2017.

Historic aerials, various, UCLA Air Photo Archive.

Los Angeles County Assessor

Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 47, 1901-1909, sheet 13.
Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 47, 1911-1920, sheet 15.

Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 47, 1927-1939, sheet 216.



HCM Nomination — Written Statements — 2909 S. Orchard Avenue / 19

Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 47, 1939-1946, sheet 216.

Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 971, 1947-1951, sheet 16

Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 971, 1952-1956, sheet 16.

Los Angeles County Assessor Map Book No. 971, 1957-1961, sheet 16.

Newspaper Articles

“Bazaar Set by Korean Church Unit,” Los Angeles Times, August 18, 1950: B1.

“Building Projects Listed,” Los Angeles Times, December 20, 1931: F3.

“Korea Child Choir to Pay Church Visit,” Los Angeles Times, June 13, 1954: 17.

“New Churches: Change of Base and Places of Worship,” Los Angeles Times, September 9, 1895: 6.
“That Church Fight: One Side of It is Officially Explained,” Los Angeles Times, July 7, 1895: 21.
“That Unlucky Site: Appeal From the First Presbyterian Church,” Los Angeles Times, April 10, 1895: 12.

“Two Congregations: Formal Division of the First Presbyterian Church,” Los Angeles Times, May 8,
1895:10.

Survey Documents

Page and Turnbull, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement: Korean Americans in Los Angeles,
1905-1980, prepared for: City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic
Resources, August 2018.

R. Iredale, Bureau of Engineering, Los Angeles, “Greater True Light Missionary Baptist Church, 1276 W.
29™ Street,” Historic Resources Inventory Form, State of California — The Resources Agency,
Department of Parks and Recreation, 1982, rev 1983.



APPENDIX A: TABLE OF BUILDING PERMITS

HCM Nomination — Written Statements — 2909 S. Orchard Avenue / 20

Johnson

Date Permit No. | Work Owner Architect | Contractor | Valuation
5/8/1911 3914 Construct L-shaped, 28x65- | Orchard William William $3,000.00
foot and 6x32-foot rear Avenue Neely Neely
addition to serve as Sunday | Baptist
school room and church, Church
with a shingle roof; cut into
existing building; dig a
12x14, 6'5-foot-deep cellar.
5/14/1930 | 11211 Cut in door 3x7, building Roger None L.W. Smith | $35.00
landing 4x6 with steps Williams
leading to ground, by order | Baptist
of Fire Department. Church
3/22/1933 | 3669 Construct one-story 18x20- | Reverend | None Illegible $90.00
foot private garage building | Fisher
at rear of property.
10/22/1937 | 34943 Make repairs, including to W.W. None M. Lund $4,000.00
the rear and side sections of | Fisher and Son
building. Replacement of
roof and work to [rebuild]
auditorium from floor up.
3/2/1962 5931 Alterations and change of Reverend | None None $1,040.00
occupancy for new 600 Oscar
square-foot day care facility. | Johnson
11/24/1965 | 9147 Permit to comply with Reverend | None Owner $1,800.00
mandatory requirements. Oscar
Johnson
4/19/1967 | 44528 Change of occupancy Reverend | None Owner $800.00
inspection. Oscar
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Attachment A: Current Maps and Aerials

Z

Map 1: Location map, subject property indicated at center (Source: Google Earth)

z

Map 2: Detail of location map, subject property outlined in red (Source: Google Earth)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment A: Current Maps and Aerials
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Map 3: Location map, subject property in yellow (Source: Los Angeles County Assessor)

Map 4: Parcel map, subject property in red (Source: Los Angeles County Assessor)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment B: Historic Maps and Aerials

z

Sanborn Map 1: 1900, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

z

Sanborn Map 2: 1907, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources,
Inc.)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California
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z

Sanborn Map 3: 1922, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

z

Sanborn Map 4: 1950, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California
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z

Sanborn Map 5: 1955, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

z

Sanborn Map 6: 1960, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California
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Sanborn Map 7: 1966, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources,
Inc.)

z

Sanborn Map 8: 1970, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources,
Inc.)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California
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Historic Aerial 1: 1939, subject property outlined in red (Source: Air Photo Archive, University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles)

Historic Aerial 2: 1923, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California
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Historic Aerial 3: 1928, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

Historic Aerial 4: 1938, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California
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Historic Aerial 5: 1948, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

Historic Aerial 6: 1952, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California
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Historic Aerial 7: 1954, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

Historic Aerial 8: 1964, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California
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Historic Aerial 9: 1977, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

Historic Aerial 10: 1989, subject property outlined in red (Source: Environmental Data Resources, Inc.)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California
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Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California

Figure 1: Subject property, north fagade (center/right), and east elevation (left), view southwest (McGee, 2019)
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2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California

Figure 2: Subject property, east elevation (center) and north fagade (right), view southwest (McGee, 2019)
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Figure 3: Subject property, north facade (center/left) and west elevation (right),
view southeast (McGee, 2019)

Figure 4: Subject property, north facade, detail of main entrance, view southwest
(McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 5: Subject property, north facade (far left) and west elevation (center/
right), view southeast (McGee, 2019)

Figure 6: Subject property, west elevation, view southeast (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 7: Subject property, east elevation, detail of secondary entrance, view west
(McGee, 2019)

Figure 8: Subject property, east elevation, detail of window (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 9: Subject property, south elevation (center/left) and east elevation (right),
view northwest (McGee, 2019)

Figure 10: Subject property, south elevation, view northeast (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 11: Subject property, interior, hallway inside secondary (east elevation)
entrance, view west (McGee, 2019)

Figure 12: Subject property, interior, hallway, view west (typical) (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 13: Subject property, interior, hallway showing stair to second floor inside
apartment unit (typical) (McGee, 2019)

Figure 14: Subject property, interior, stair to second floor inside apartment unit,
with early sanctuary ceiling visible (typical) (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 15: Subject property, interior, stair to
second floor inside apartment unit, with early sanc-
tuary ceiling visible (typical) (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 16: Subject property, interior, second floor common space inside apart-
ment unit, with early sanctuary ceiling visible (typical) (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 17: Subject property, interior, second floor common space inside apartment unit, with early sanctu-
ary ceiling visible (typical) (McGee, 2019)

Figure 18: Subject property, interior, second floor common space inside apartment unit, with early sanctu-
ary ceiling visible (typical) (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California




Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 19: Subject property, interior, bedroom inside apartment unit, with early
sanctuary ceiling visible (typical) (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment C: Current Photographs of Subject Property

Figure 20: Subject property, interior, bedroom inside apartment unit, with early
sanctuary ceiling visible (typical) (McGee, 2019)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment D: Photographs of Subject Property Taken Prior to 2019 Adaptive Reuse Project

Figure A: Subject property, north fagade, view south (McGee, 2017)

Figure B: Subject property, north facade (left), west elevation (right), view south-
east (McGee, 2017)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment D: Photographs of Subject Property Taken Prior to 2019 Adaptive Reuse Project

Figure C: Subject property, north facade (right) and west elevation (left), view
southwest (McGee, 2017)

Figure D: Subject property, north fagade (far right) and east elevation (center),
view southwest (McGee, 2017)
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Attachment D: Photographs of Subject Property Taken Prior to 2019 Adaptive Reuse Project

Figure E: Subject property, east elevation, view northwest (McGee, 2017)

Figure F: Subject property, south elevation (left) and east elevation (right), view
northwest (McGee, 2017)
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Attachment D: Photographs of Subject Property Taken Prior to 2019 Adaptive Reuse Project

Figure G: Subject property, interior, 1st floor, lobby inside main entrance, shown
behind security bars, view northwest (McGee, 2017)

Figure H: Subject property, interior, 1st
floor, restroom located west of main entrance
(typical) (McGee, 2017)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment D: Photographs of Subject Property Taken Prior to 2019 Adaptive Reuse Project

Figure I: Subject property, interior, 1st floor, sanctuary, view south (McGee,
2017)

Figure J: Subject property, interior, 1st floor, sanctuary, view northwest (McGee,
2017)

2909 S. Orchard Avenue, Los Angeles, California



Attachment D: Photographs of Subject Property Taken Prior to 2019 Adaptive Reuse Project

Figure K: Subject property, interior, 1st floor, sanctuary, east wall show